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Original members: Sam Cordes (Chair), 
Andy Coburn, Bob Crittendon, Chuck 
Fluharty, Patrick Hart (facilitator), Keith 
Mueller, Wayne Meyers, Tom Ricketts

October 13, 1993: First RUPRI Health 
Panel meeting, analyzed rural 
implications of the Health Security Act 
for a staff briefing 
Analyzed Health Security Act again in 
early 1994, then 5 proposals for first 
congressional testimony, House 
Committee on Agriculture
Produced documents for first briefing 
and committee hearing

Panel Formation and Early Work
1993-1994

Focus shifted to market force changes 
Milbank Publication released
Detailed analysis of Medicare+Choice 
during the writing of the Balanced 
Budget Act (BBA) in 1997
Detailed analysis of BBA implications 
after it passed in 1997

Panel Members:  Sam Cordes (Chair), 
Andy Coburn, Bob Crittendon, Chuck 
Fluharty, Patrick Hart (facilitator), Keith 
Mueller, Wayne Meyers, Tim McBride

1995-1999
Post-HSA and Balanced Budget Act

Medicaid 

Policy



Joint analysis with University of 
Southern Maine on Medicare 
policies in 2000 
Continued work on Medicare 
policies and suggested reforms 
Analysis of Medicare Modernization 
Act (MMA) during development

Panel Members: Keith Mueller 
(Chair), Andy Coburn, Patrick Hart 
(Facilitator), Tim McBride, Clint 
MacKinney, Mary Wakefield

2000-2003
Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and 

Modernization Act (MMA)

2005: Panel publishes paper 
evaluating MMA's impacts on rural 
areas 
Continued work on Medicare policies 
and suggested reforms
2008: Medicaid brief assessing state-
level policy

Panel Members: Keith Mueller 
(Chair), Andy Coburn, Patrick Hart 
(Facilitator), Clint MacKinney, Tim 
McBride, Mary Wakefield, Becky 
Slifkin

MMA Implications and Medicaid Policy

2004-2008

Review of Senate Finance committee work 
on PPACA in 2009 
CMS VBP and CAHs analysis in 2009
Simulation of insurance coverage 
Late 2009 piece on Insurance Coverage
"The Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act of 2010: Impacts on Rural People, 
Places, and Providers: A First Look",  
supported by RWJF

Panel Members: Keith Mueller (Chair), 
Andy Coburn, Clint MacKinney, Tim 
McBride, Jennifer Lundblad, Sidney 
Watson

High Performing Rural Health System 
introduced (Sept 2011 RWJF piece)
Longer paper from Rural Futures Lab 
"Second Look" document on PPACA 
"Taking Stock" document on PPACA

Panel Members: Keith Mueller (Chair 
and Facilitator), Andy Coburn, Jennifer 
Lundblad, Clint MacKinney, Tim 
McBride, Charlie Alfero

2009-2010
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA)

High Performing Rural Health System and PPACA

2011-2015



LTSS Primer (2017, with Paula Weigel) 
Continued work on High Performing 
Rural Health System elements

Update to "High Performing Rural 
Health System" paper in 2022 
Increased focus on Telehealth 
Ongoing work on all thematic areas

Panel Members: Keith Mueller, Charlie 
Alfero, Andy Coburn, Jennifer Lundblad, 
Clint MacKinney, Tim McBride, Alana 
Knudson

Panel Members: Keith Mueller, Andy 
Coburn, Alana Knudson, Jennifer 
Lundblad, Clint MacKinney, Tim 
McBride, Alva Ferdinand, Nancy 
Schoenberg, Mark Holmes

2021-Present
Telehealth and Future of Rural Health

2016-2020
System Performance and Long Term Services

Guest Authors
Abigail Barker - Joanne Constantin - John Gale - Mario Gutierrez - Joel James - Jaclyn Janis - Erin Mobley 
- Jocelyn Richgels - Hannah Rochford - Brandi Shay - Fred Ullrich - Tony Wellever - Paula Weigel - Erika 
Ziller
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CONGRESSIONAL
BRIEFINGS

Every Session 
Since the 103rd 
Congress 
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HHS (HRSA & 
ARHQ), USDA, 
WH Rural 
Policy Council

POLICY PAPERS

15+

THE RUPRI HEALTH 
PANEL IN NUMBERS

National & Regional

Finance, Agriculture, 
Ways & Means 
Committee, Rural 
Caucus
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